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ORiS has a wide range of
aims and goals all of
which are concerned with
promoting O.R. to a
younger generation
whether or not they later
take up a career in this
area..

Prior to my involvement
with ORiS, the taskforce
had put in place two
major foundations that
ensure the sustainability
and success of ORiS for
years to come:

• Firstly a DVD entitled ‘What is O.R?’ was put together showcasing
the various applications of O.R. in a wide range of industries. The
O.R. in Sport section includes an interview with Israel Vieira who
at the time was a strategist for the Brawn Formula One team (he
is currently with Red Bull!).  The DVD was refreshed with some
new case studies and was re-launched in October 2012.

• The second (and in my eyes) most important achievement of the
taskforce was to put in a place a new position within the Society,
that of Education Officer.

I cannot speak highly enough of our Education officer, Louise Orpin.
Louise has an ever growing number of responsibilities and is
ultimately the backbone and driving force behind ORiS.

We meet regularly at the OR Society where an excellent lunch is
always on offer (and Louise once baked cakes, yet another of her
talents). Recently we have been discussing issues such as strategies
for reacting to the recent A-level review: is this an opportune
moment to embed O.R. in to the A-level curriculum?

We also discuss various training events that Louise puts on for
current and future mathematics teachers. These are particularly
targeted at teachers aiming to expand their Decision Maths
portfolio but also looking for applications of mathematics.

A further more recent development includes the growing social
media presence held by ORiS which complements the

LearnAboutOR website (www.learnaboutor.co.uk). This website acts
as an information point for students and teachers looking for
information regarding mathematics and its applications, and O.R. in
particular. A recent undergraduate project supervised by Noel Ann
Bradshaw from University of Greenwich and Louise looked at
optimising the search engine status of the website.

The website also serves as a repository for the growing set of
outreach activity resources available to anyone who would like to
volunteer their time to do a school visit (teachers can also request
such a visit through the site). The types of visits that are undertaken
include teaching students about linear programming using Lego.

Recently, Paul Harper, Noel-Ann Bradshaw and myself have
obtained funding from The OR Society’s Charitable Projects scheme
to develop further resources. This will be done through a project
entitled O.R. Ambassadors in Schools (ORAiS). This project will
employ undergraduate students from Cardiff and Greenwich in
partnership with local schools. If this scheme proves successful it
will be rolled out at more universities throughout the UK.

Further specific activities being undertaken by ORiS include
presentations given at SCOR 2012, OR54 and YoungOR 18
conferences to try and encourage more O.R. practitioners and
academics to run outreach activities.

As mentioned previously ORiS has a growing social media presence
with a growing following on Twitter and Google Plus as well as a
YouTube channel (www.youtube.com/user/LearnAboutOR). The
latter hosts various videos including excerpts from the previously
described DVD as well as updated case studies.

I am sure to have forgotten some of the great things that we are
doing, but hopefully you will appreciate that whilst the stretch
target of ORiS that ‘every school child knows what O.R. is’ might not
quite be reality yet, we are certainly working on it! Be sure to take
a look at www.learnaboutor.co.uk where links to all the things
mentioned can be found.
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EDUCATION & RESEARCH COMMITTEE: 
O.R. IN SCHOOLS (ORIS)
VINCE KNIGHT CARDIFF UNIVERSITY

My name is Vince and I am the current chair of ORiS. On joining
the O.R. group at Cardiff I was invited by Paul Harper (the
previous chair of ORiS) to join the taskforce. 


