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WHAT IS OPERATIONAL 
RESEARCH (OR)?

OR is the discipline of applying 
appropriate, often advanced, analytical 
methods to help make  better 
decisions.

OR is concerned with assisting and 
advising decision-makers in a wide 
variety of settings - in business and 
commerce, national and local 
government, the Health Service, and so 
on. OR practitioners help to find new 
approaches to problems faced by 
organisations, and carry out analysis to 
clarify objectives and priorities, define 
alternative courses of action, and 
explore costs and benefits.

The OR approach often involves 
quantitative thinking and the use  
of techniques such as computer  
simulation and mathematical  
modelling. However, OR also  
offers non-quantitative ways of  
structuring and modelling issues.

Whatever methods are brought to bear, 
it is essential that the OR practitioner 
should be able to take a fresh, creative 
view of situations, to exercise initiative, 
and to communicate effectively.

ARE YOU STUDYING OPERATIONAL 
RESEARCH (OR), MANAGEMENT  
SCIENCE, ANALYTICS OR ANOTHER 
NUMERATE SUBJECT?

The OR Society Student Membership is FREE for those studying a relevant 
subject. It can help you through your studies and onto the first step of your career.

JOIN ONLINE AT 
WWW.THEORSOCIETY.COM/

STUDENTMEMBERSHIP



•   Build your background knowledge about the OR profession
•  Show employers you’re interested in the profession,

not just a qualification
• Build your CV by attending events
• Apply for CandORS accreditation
•  Meet employers and OR practitioners at our annual Careers 

Open Day
•  Access The OR Society journals and magazines
•  Receive discounted rates for courses and conferences
•  Network with other students and OR professionals 

GET YOUR OR SOCIETY 
STUDENT MEMBERSHIP
ENJOY THESE GREAT BENEFITS 
OF MEMBERSHIP FOR FREE



Membership of The OR Society 
demonstrates a commitment to your 
career and CandORS accreditation 
signals to potential employers that  
you have a strong analytical and  
problem solving background.

Gain an advantage with your studies 
with access to some of the world’s 
leading OR journals and the  
opportunity to network with other  
students and OR professionals.

CONTACT US:

The OR Society, Seymour House 
12 Edward Street
Birmingham B1 2RX
T: +44 (0)121 233 9300
E: email@theorsociety.com
     Like The OR Society
     Follow @TheORSociety

THE OR SOCIETY

The OR Society is the professional 
membership body of the Operational 
Research community in the UK.
The OR Society provides training, 
conferences, publications and 
information to those working in 
Operational Research.

The OR Society also promotes OR 
in education and business, and as a 
career. The OR Society encourages its 
members to continue their professional 
development through accreditation 
which enables members to certify 
their achievements in their job.

Find out more about The OR Society 
at www.theorsociety.com
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